
THE 

T R U T H  
ABOUT 

TI BET. 
BY 

A. MACCALLUM - SCOTT. - 

WITH AX Iarrao~ucro~~ NOTE BY 

SIR ROBERT REID, 1C.C. M.P. 

Lomx : 

SQIPKIN, MARSHALL, HAMILTON, KENT, & CO., LTD. 

1905. 



WINSTON SPENCER CI-IUKCHILL. 
BY 

A. MACCALLUM SCO'IT, 

WITH PORTR,AITS ANT) 3.LLU6TRA T10 N8. 

h o i d  Sro, 3s. G(!. 

powerful forco in politics. Tha ccopo and inteukion of lhu 
book are tojt indicaL4 by the of Co~~tal tr  : Youth ald 
Genius-Rubnltcrn of Hussarc-a 'l'lio C~igllt E,-c.4 o; 
Danger "-Tke South AIricsu ~'~~I-TIIu IlimLer i'or 
Oldham-" The T~ttered E'1ag"-hy 1EL.lu1m-Thc Fnir 
l h d e  Y~sue-Tho Pnrting of 01; TV:rJ:, 1Uying ilii 
Opposition-A Fatni9 Lcndc:. 



INTR OD UCTOIZ Y NOTE. 

Fhis little volzcnze deals with a subject to which 
the nzass of British electors haue probably given 
less a t h t i o n  than it deserves. We have a mulli- 
tude of anxieties a t  home. LzYe is hcc~dly long 
enough to master the conylicated prollenzs of 
do~~zestic refornz. No wouder that so ?]zany turn 
away fi-ona a stzrdy of t!zc tedious Bkre Books 
wlzich show ltow our represc?ntntives ten or tzvcloe 
thousalzd nziles away hr~vc nzis-managed our 
ijzterests and t?iose oj '  ihe dep~tdcncy they arc 
a2~oi1zted to  govern. 

Yet  it is ijnperative that pu6lic oj~i?zioil in 
this cozaztty shozcM 5e  ~Fi~*ectrcl to szchjects of 
this kind. Neccrly all thu. ' L O C C ~ S  i n  which zue 

have been e~zgitgecl dul.E~~g tiie kc& lzilzety yea9.s. 
huve a~*ise~z fi'onz tl$c s u ; y ~ s ~ r Z  ~zecessities, not 
of the UItited E i ~ ~ g L i i z  i&.,lj; hut of the British 
do~ni~zions or t?epe~zrlc~~cics 6cjo1zd t i e  seas. 
They often begi:z i ~ t  C O I , J ~ C C I - ~ ~ V ~ L ' ~  tr$i;zj dia- 
pzites. Hasty 01. t i  P~.oco!zsuls a;.e 
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allowed to adopt a peremptory tone m'thout a 
au.cient appreciatbn a t  iumzs either of the 
real cause of quarrel or of the danger involved 
in preczjitate action. Before the true situation 
k grasped in England, a step has been taken 
fiona which it a's da$icult to receb, or a 
pretension advanced which a fabe pride clecla'ms 
to ' withdraw. Z'hm the country $mi3 itaelf 
committed to enteryrbes which sometimes lead 
to enormous expenditure and loss of life, or to 
unnecessary complicatims with Foreip Powers. 
Our national debt and our vast military and 
naval expenditure bear eloquent testimony to 
the miscAicvous zeal of British representatives 
thowand8 of miles Ponz our slwres, to t ? ~  
weaknsse or unwisdom of Ministera who ought 
to check them, and the cubabk aputliy of 
public opinion. The Ciimean war, the war in 
Afghanistan in  1878, und the South Aftkan 
war, ozcght to have taught ua all a lesson. 

Jfi-. Scott has done a public service by pre- 
s~zt ing in a succinct form the salient features of 
the Tibet afair. The work is done skilful& a ~ d  
conscientiously. It! brings out the Jinzay pretezk 
for quarrel, the veiled urnbition of the Indian 
Governnlent to secure u political foothold at 
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Lhasa, the deplorable slaughter, the inability of 
a weak Minister in London to control hie sub- 
ordinate8 in India, and the futility of the entire 
proceedings for any practical purpose. It is not 
necessary that readers should agree in every point 
with Xr.  Scott. They can hardly fail to agree 
in his ?)tarin conclusions if they approach the 
subject without prepossession. 

The aggressive folly which led to the fruitless 
invasion of Tibet may, @ unrestrained in the 
future, lead to enterprise8 that will involve the 
whole Empire in war. 

R T. REID. 



P R EFA CE. 

The following account of the Miision of 
Co7. YounghusBand to Lhaaa, and of #he p e -  
ceding negotiations, is based upon the oflcial 
documenk contained in the three Blue Books, 
"Papers relating to Tibet ":- 

[Cd. 1,9201 1904, price 3s. Id., covers 
from the conclzrsion of the Anglo-Criinese Con- 
trention of 1890 to the dispatch of the "Miesiofr" 
to Gyan fsc. 

[Cd. 2,0541 1904, price 3id., deals with the 
afair at  Guru, and the arrival of the "Missionn 
af Gyantse. 

[Cd. 2,3701 2905, price 2s. 5d., deals with 
t h  adva11.c~ to Lhasci., the conclusio~t of the 
Lhasa L L  Conreniio,~r," an3 ihe subaepuent colflict 
between the Ho~lze Gorenzn~egzt and the Azdian 
Gove9rz11ze1at. 

To ihese paj2el.s iAe 9.ectder is r~ferred for 
further informa.tio~l. 



U ~ A F T E ~  I. 

THE ANGLO-CHINESE CONVENTION OF 1890. 
P A W  

Lord Curzon's Bricl-?'he Policy of Isolation-The Anglo- 
Chinew Convention-Alleged Infringements- (a) The 
Question of Frontier-(6) Questions of Trade-Demand 
for New Conce~rrions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 

THE MISSION TO KHAMBA JONG. 

An 'I Altered Policy "-Tho Russian Bugbear-A Loophole 
-" Chilcllike and Bland "-Violating the Convention- 
A " Ccmmercial Mipfiion " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23 

TRE ADVANCE TO GYAXTSE. 

The Two Lachung Men-Forcing the Pace-A Ed-Winter 
Advance - A Pledge --The Slaughter a t  Gum-An 
Inglorious Victo~y-A Halt nt Gyantse-At Last ... 33 

CIUPTEB IV. 

THE LITMA " CONVENTION." 

Nr. Brodriok's Policy-Lord Curzon's Policy-Brodrick u. 
Curzon-Fil Instiuctions-A Rude Awakening-The 
Indemnity - ' I  Defiance" and " Disobedience " - The 
Convention hnexldcd-What Shall I t  Profit ? . . . . . .  47 

APPENDICES. 

. . . . . .  I.-TEE A x o ~ o - C m - ~ s ~  Cosrcsnos, 1290 61 

. . . . . .  11 . -R~o~~a . r r0~8  APPXSDHD TO TRE CONVEXTION b4 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  111.-Tm -A COXV~XTIOX 63 
... IV.-COL. Y'OUSGUESB~D'B SUPPI.ENEXT~L AQBEEWEXT 7% 

~ . - D ~ c m ~ r o e  Arrmman TO THE B A T ~ I M  COATEXTION . 74 





T H E  

TRUTH ABOUT TIBET. 

T H E  ANGLO-CHINESE CONVENTION 
O F  1890. 

THERE is a passage in one of Lord Curzon's 
argumentative dispatches to the Secretary of 
State for India, in which he sums up con- 
cisely all the arguments whereby he prevailed 
upon an unwilling Government to give its 
consent to the recent Expedition to Lhasa. 

We do not think it possible that the 
Tibetan Government-which we dis- 
sociate entirely from the Tibetan 
people-should be allowed to ignore its 
treaty obligations, to thwart trade, to 
encroach upon our territory, to destroy 
our border pillars, and to refuse even to 
receive our communications. still less 



10 Ths Truth about Tibet. 

do wc think that, when at last an 
amicable conference hae been arranged 
for the sottlcnlcnt of these difliculties, 
we should acquiesce in our Mission 
being boycotted by the very persons 
who have been deputed to meet it, our 
officcrs insulted, our subjects arrested 
and ill-used, and our authority despise'd 
by rt petty power which only mistakes 
our forbearance for weakness, and which 
thinks that by an attitude of obdurate 
inertia it can once again compel us, as 
it has done in the pctst, to desist from 
our intentions. (Cd. 1920, p. 221.) 

Until tllo ovicleilcc is examined, this state- 
ment has a11 the appearance of being a good 
brief to speak fronl, but to anyone who has 
examined with an unprejudiced mind thc 
evidence contained in the three Bluc Books 
dcaling -nit11 our negotiations with Tibet, i t  
\rill appear to be no more t h ~ n  n travesty of 
the facts. I t  is impossible to point to a 
single provision of i l ~ e  Conrciltioll w l k h  
governed our relatioas with Tibet which had 
been infringed by the Tilwtans. Thc object 
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of this article is to show that this, and the 
other charges contained in the above extract, 
are not only misrepresentations but perver- 
sions of the truth. 

In  the first place it is necessary to under- 
stand that for upwards of a century the 
rulers of Tibet ham pursued a rational ancl 
deliberately conceived policy of isolation 
and exclusion as regards Europeans. They 
have observed that tl~roughout the Asian 
continent, in the native states of India, in 
the Central Asia11 Khanates, and in China, 
European iiiirusion llas inevitably been 
followed by European dominion. All their 
diplomacy lias been consistently directed to 
one end, to prcserve their countiy to thern- 
fielves. This policy of isolatioil is a perfectly 
bona $c?c policy, and tiley hare scrupulously 
observed it in both its aspects. It is not rt 

sul~terfuge to providc ail Alsatia from which 
evil-doers call emergo to prey upon the 
neighl~ouiiug pro~rinces, and to which they 
call withdraw again, escapiug the 1.espoi;si- 
bility for iheir aciione. TV11ilc on the one 
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hand it has been a policy of " exclusion," on 
the other hand i t  has been a policy of " non- 
intervention " in the affairs of othem. '3'0 
such a logical extareme have they carried 
this policy, that they have maintained no 
army eit,l~er for offence or for defence. 
Their policy did not contemplab the 
possibility of war, and t,liey had no use for 
an army. All they asked of the world was 
to be let alone. 

The Indian Government, however, has 
been trained in another school. In its eyee 
Tibet iq a potential market to be opened up 
for British trade, a possible field for the ex- 
pansion of British dominion, a pawn in the 
high political game with Russia. A self- 
contained, rrelf-sufficient Tibet ia only an 
" extraordinary anachronism " to be swept 
off the board as soon as possible. The 
whole history of the Tibetan question may 
be summed up rts one persistent effort on 
the part of the Indian Gorernment to break 
down the barrier of reserve with which the 
Tibetan Government has hedged itself about. 
The Anglo-Indian has been the active and 
the Tibetan the passive agent t,lirough- 
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out, and the role has never varied. The 
very phrase " passive resistance" is offi- 
cially wed to describe Tibetan tactics (ad. 
1920, p. 46). All the aggression has come 
from our side. Official after official, and 
finally the Viceroy himself, has brought to 
bear every expedient and device known to 
Western diplomacy to induce, cajole, or 
frighten the Tibetans into negotiations. 
Every one of them has been blandly foiled 
with Oiiental cunning. But relations of 
one kind or another the Indian Government 
was detesmined to establish, and in the end 
it has abandoned diplomacy and resorted 
to force. 

The present chapter in the relations be- 
tween India and Tibet begins in 1890 with 
the si,.;ning of the Convention between China, 
as the nominal Snzeiain of Tibet, and Great 
Britain, in settlement of the Silrkim-Tibet 
frontier dispute. The governing clause of 
the Convention denoted the crest of the 
mountain ranges separating the waters 
flowing into certain rivers as the boundary 



between Tibet aud the Indian Protectorate 
of Sikkim. Questions of trade, pasturage, 
and methods of comnlunicstion were apeci- 
fically reserved for futwo arrangeillant. At 
the end of 1893 the regulations on these 
reserved questions were definitely agreed 
upoil and attached to the Conveation. They 
came into effect on May 1, 1894. As re- 
gards tmde the regulations provided that a 
'( trade-mart " shouiil be cstzblished at 
Yatung, on the Tibetan sidc of the frontier, 
which ehould be open to all Biitish subjects 
for purposes of trade, and that, with 
certain exceptions, all good3 dlould be ad- 
mitted to this mart duty frce for rt period of 
five years, after which tnrifl might be 
~nututllly agreed upon. As rcgnrils pastu- 
rage the British Gorcril i~~e~lt  was em- 
powered to make regulations, to be observe2 
by Tibetans graziilg their cnltle on the 
S U i m  ~ i d e  of the Ezonticr. E'inally, corn- 
munications betwoen i:! o U ovcl-ilment 01 
India and the Chinese fluparial Resident in 
Tibet must be iuadc l;l~rough the Political 

\ 
Officer for Sikkiru ancl tllc Cllincsc Frontier 
OEccr. 
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Considerable effrontery is required to class 
the refusal of the Tibetans " even to receive 
our communications " with breaches of 
" treaty obligations." Lord Curzan's three 
letters addressed to the Dalai Lama direct 
were returned unopened, bemuse the 
Tibetans maintained that China being the 
Suzerain Power all colnmurlications should 
be addressed to the Chinese cd%ci~ltls. More- 
over, the armed ' Mission " of Colonel 
Younghusband, unless distinct provocation 
can be shown, will uppear to violate the 
clause of the Conventio~l wllicli binds both 
parties " to respew the boulldary as defined." 
Refening again to Lord Curzon's statenlent 
of llis case, it will be seen that the charge of 
ignoring treaty obligations is associated wit11 
the encroaclibg upon our territory, the 
destroying of our border pillars, and the 
thwarting of trade. A categorical denial 
both to the general and to t.llc detailed 
charges is f wu.lllsl~ed by tJle officinl docu- 
ments coutaii~ed in the Kluo nook (Ccl. 
1920). 
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(A) QO~TIONS OF FRONTIEB. 

It has been alleged that the Tibetans 
violated the frontier clause by refusing to 
assist in the demarcation, by destroying 
boundary pillars, and by grazing their cattle 
in Sikkim territory. As a matter of fact, 
beyond the general denotation of the water-, 
shed, the Convention made no provision for 
the actual demarcation of the frontier. After 
aesisting in the fixing of the first pillar the 
Chinese authorities withdrew on account of 
the suspicion the proceedings excited among 
the natives. Subsequently this pillar was 
overthrown, but the action had no political 
significance, and in the words of Lord Elgin, 
who waa then Viceroy, there was c b  no evi- 
dence that the mischief mas to be directly 
attributed to the Tibetan officials" @. 25). 
I n  view of the suspicion Lord Elgin did not 
think it worth while proceeding with the 
demarcation, and in witl~drawing the British 
Commissioner from the border he remarked 
that ' L  No serious practical inconvenience 
had apparently arisen through tho frontier 
being undemarcated." As to pasturage, it 
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was expressly provided in the regulations 
that the Tibetan shepherds should be 
permitted to graze their flocks during 
summer on the Tibetan side of the frontier. 
To the north of Sikkirn lie some poor pasture 
lands, at a very high altitude, and uninhabit- 
able durirlq the greater part of the year. 
The inclusion of these lands on the British 
side of the frontier had always been a sore 
point with t#lie Tibetans, and that their sense 
of grievance mas not unfounded is ackiiow- 
ledged by Lord Elgin's observation that 
" in respect of territory near Giaogong the 
Tibetans possess claims wliicli it  would not 
only be iinpolitic but inequitable to ignore." 
Nothing l~appened from the Tibetan side 
save that the shepherds contillued to graze 
their flocks there. In  order to be able to 
bring pressure to bear in demanding further 
trade concessions Lord Curzon resolved to 
occupy this territory with an armed force. 
But further consideration and fuller know- 
ledge made him realise that the grazing 
rights on each ~ i d e  of the frontier mere 
reciprocal, and that the Indian Government 
stood to lose more than it gained by a dog- 

2 
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in-the-manger policy. I n  his own words 
(p. 151):- 

Wo have since learned from Mr. 
White that the grazing rights on the 
Sikkim side of tho border which had 
been usurped by the Tibetans are, in 
fact, balanced by similar rights which 
are conceded to the Sikkimese across 
the Tibetan border, and that the status 
quo is probably the most convenient 
arrangement in tho interests of both 
parties. 

(B) THE Q ~ T I O N .  OF TRADE. 

It has also been alleged that the Tibetans 
failod to carry out thoir treaty obligations 
with regard to trade. It is true that the 
Convention and the regulations proved 
wholly ineffective to promote commercial 
and other relations ~ i t h  Tibet, not because 
the Tibetans ~ o l a t e d  them, but because 
" regulations " are not sufficient in them- 
se l~es  to promote trade and co-operation 
where the mill and the epirit are wanting. 
I t  was one thing to style Yatuilg a 'L trade- 



mart " and to give British traders and their 
goods a free entry there. But it waa 
quite another thing to bring Tibetan traders 
there. The Indian Government received no 
more than the pound of flesh which the 
regulations stipulated. There mas no clause 
compelling Tibetan merchants to buy or sell 
goods at Yatung. 

It has, however, been argued that the 
spirit of these regulations was broken by 
the imposition of a 10 per cent. ad valorem 
duty upon goods at Phari, a Tibetan town 
fifty miles further into the interior. I t  is 
sufficient to quote an official communication 
from the Secretary to the Government of 
India, Foreign Department (p. 8 1) :- 

Phari ia a considerable distance from 
the frontier, and, unless it could be 
shown that the duty to which Mr. 
White refers was a special one newly 
imposed, it appears doubtfbl whether 
the Government of India could enter 
a valid objection. 

Subsequently, Mr. P. Nolan, the Commis- 
2* 
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sioner for the Rajshahi Division, reports 
(p. 54) :- 

My information is that it has existed 
for a long time. Mr. Macauley noticed 
it in 1884. 

To which the Secretary to the Indian 
Government rejoined (p. 58) :- 

It would, therefore, seem that no new 
and vexatious restrictions, not in con- 
formity with local usage, have been 
imposed on the trade with Silckim and 
13engal. 

The fact was, that as an instrument for 
the developmerlt of trade relations with 
Tibet the Corlrention of 1890, with the 
regulations attached, was useless. The 
regul~tioxls mere open to revision in 1899, 
and the Indian Government resolved to use 
every effort to secure further substantial 
concessione. To gain these it was prepared 
to sacrifice other nominal advantages. Pro- 
tracted efforts mere made to secure new 
trading privileges by offering in exchsngo 
to hmd over the pasture lands already 



mentioned at Giaogong. But after involved 
and futile negotiations, Mr. P. Nolan, the 
Commissioner of Rajshahi, finally wrote 
(p. 104) :- 

As far as I can judge the Tibetans 
value their isolation more than their 
pastures, and would not exchange the 
first for the second. 

The atory of these negotiations, or rather 
attempted negotiations, must be left to tho 
Blue Book. Life is too shoi-t to recount 
here all the expedients, subterfuges, and 
subtle devices known to the Oriental mind, 
whereby Chinese and Tibetan authorities 
alike sought to made the pnshful diplomacy 
of the Indian Government. The anomalous 
position of China, as the nominal suzerain, 
afforded endless opportunities for equivo- 
cation and procrastination. The Tibetans 
refused to negotiate except through the 
Chinese. The Chinese pleaded for delay in 
ordor to allay the suspicions of the "stub- 
born and stupid " Tibetam. Delegates were 
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appointed and fell ill. Transport failed, 
servants deserted, the season of the year 
wm unsnitablo. Just when a start seemed 
likely to be made the delegates were re- 
called to report. The Chinese Resident was 
recalled to Pekin. His succeesor would take 
six months to reach Lhasa. Win Hai suc- 
ceeded Kwei Hwan, and Yu T'ai succeeded 
Wen Hai After years of strenuous effort 
on both sides, the delegates are at last got 
together, and it is &covered that tho 
Tihetan representatives absolutely refuse 
even to consider the extension of trading 
privileges. After painfully pushing throu.gh 
all the subterfuges, British diplomacy, still 
more painfully, runs its head against a stone 
wall. 



T H E  MISSION T O  KHAMBA JONG. 

So far there has been nothing to complaill 
of in the attitude of the Indian G)overnmcnt. 
I t  was seeking by means of legitimate diplo- 
matic pressure to develop relations with 
Tibet. The l' forward " inclinations of the 
local officials had been held in check by tho 
central Gorernment under Lord Elgio. But 
the advent of Lord Curzon as Viceroy 
brought a new factor into the eituation. 
Almost froill the beginning ho began to 
play a forcing ,me. He quickly convinced 
himself that all the arts and al.tifices of 
diplomacy had been exhausted, and lie 
fell back in the last resort upon frank 
coercion. In July, 1901, he began to 
hint at  " an altered policy" (Cd. 1,920, 
p. 110). Hitherto B~itish diplomacy had 
proceeded on the assumption that trade 
relations 1ye1.o the essential factor. In  
January, 1903 (p. 150), Lord Curzon 
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changed at one stroke the whole bask of, 
the situation. What we are concerned 
to examine," he said, "is not the mere 
settlement of a border dispute, or even the 
amelioration of our future trading relationa 
with Tibet, but the question of our entire 
future political relations with that country.'" 
He proceeded to formulate his " altered 
policy " aa follows :- 

We propose that the negotiations 
should cover not merely the small 
question of the Siklcim frontier, but 
the entire question of our future rela- 
tions, commercial and otherwise, with 
Tibet ; and we think .that they should 
culminate in the appointment of a 
permanent Biitieh representatrive, con- 
sular or diplomatic, to reside at Uasa. 
(p. 155.) 

To justify this reversal of our traditional 
policy towards Tibet,, Lord Curzoii furbished 
up the old bugbear of Russian intrigue. Iu 
itself this was an absurd ~zolt 8cquilur) for 
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even with the Russians in Lhasa, the 
northern defences of India would have 
been secured by the Himalayas, the most 
impregnable barrier that nature ever 
provided, or man ever improved. But 
the charge was baseless. Not a tittle of 
evidence was produced in support of tho 
allegation of Russian intrigue, unless me 
can wunt as evidence unsupported news- 
paper clippings and bazaar gospip. In 
July, 1901, the Russian papers reported 
that rt certain Dorjief had been received 
by the Czar on a mission from the Dalai 
Lama. Count Lamsdorf gave our Ambas- 
sador an explicit a s s m c e  that the Tibetan 
visitors mero not charged with " any diplo- 
matic or political mission," but that Dorjief 
was simply a Jlongolian Buriat of Russian 
origin," wlio had visited Uasa  as the 
native Indian Buriata do, and who mas 
now making money collections for his 
Order from the numerous Bhuddists 
throughout Russia. The other shred of 
evidence was a report in the China B m e s  
that a secret treaty had been concluded 
betwcen Russia and Chinil with rcgnrd to 
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Tibet. A direct and categorical denial was 
given to this rumour by the Chinese Qovern- 
ment to our Ambassador. Not only so, but 
the Russian Ambassador in London assured 
Lord Lanedowr~e in comprehensive tesms- 

That there was no Convention about 
Tibet, either with Tibet itself or with 
China, or with anyone elso, nor had 
the Russian Government any Agents 
in that country, or any intention of 
sending Agents or Missions there. 
(Cd. 1,920, p. 187.) 

His Majesty's Government, we are told, 
regarded these aesurances ns '' satisfactory " 
(Cd. 2,370, p. 46) ; nevertheless, Lord Curzon 
made bold to speak of l L  the arrangcment.~ 
freshly concluded with another Great Power 
to our detriment " (Cd. 1,920, p. 155). 

The Home Government was undkturbed 
by Lord Curzon's cry of 6 L  Wolf?' after a 
careful consideration of hie representations 
and of his proposals for l L  an altcsed policy," 
Lord Geol-ge Hamilton, tnhe Secretary of 
S t ~ t e  for India, replied t h t  tho Govcrnmcnt 
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had '' come to the conclusion that it would be 
prematnre to adopt measwes so likely to 
precipitate a crisis" (Cd. 1,920, p. 185). 

Then Lord Curzon saw a loophole, which, 
it is safe to s ~ y ,  hardly another Englishman 
would have cliscovered. In  1902, attempts 
had been made to secure a conference with 
Chinese representatives at Yatung, tho only 
place in Tibet to which, by tho terms of the 
Convention, Europeans were admitted. 
Delegates were duly appointed, but the usual 
episodes happened to prevent a meeting. 
I .  White, the British representative, 
arrived at Yatung, but there was 110 one to 
receive lliul. Not till Mr. White had departed 
in despair and disgust did the Chinese 
representatives arrire with profu~e expres- 
sions of surprise and regret. There was 
nothing, they protested, they desired more 
than a meeting. They had waited at  
Yatung, in considerable discomfort, for over 
three montl~s; but, if the Iailian Govern- 
ment did not " find it convenient to discus8 
n~al  ters a t  Yatung," why then- 
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We are, and have been, prepared to 
proceed to such places aa may seem to 
His Excellency the Viceroy more desir- 
able for the discuusion of the pointe at 
issue. (Cd. 1,920, p. 196.) 

CEILDLIXE AND BLAND." 
T h  was the loopholo. In a flasli Lord 

Curzon seized upon the phrase, and it did 
duty thereafter in many a dispatch. This 
surely might be construed as an invitation 
to send a Mission into Tibet. Such place 
as may seem to Hia Excellency the Viceroy 
more desirable! " Done ! Tibet itself, the 

Forbidden Land," was '' more desirable " 
than any other place. For years he had 
been looking for a foothold. If only he 
could venture all, and name Lhasa ! But 
he must walk slowly at first. On June 
3rd, 1903, he wrote to the Chinese h b a n  
accepting the invitation, and naming as the 
rendezvous Khamba Jong, a post in the 
interior of Tibet, between twenty and thirty 
miles from the frontier, and over seventy 
miles north of Yatung. On the same day 
he despatched Colonel Younghusband, with 
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an armed escort of 200 men, to await the 
Chinese reprosentatives. There must be no 
time left for explanations. 

The consternation and distress of the 
Chinem and Tibetans was almost comical. 
In their innocence they had imagined that 
the choice of Lord Cumon would be 
limited by the terms of the Convention, and 
that he would name some place on British 
territory. It had not occurred to them that 
the request to name another place of meet- 
ing would or could be construed as a surren- 
der of their rights, recognised by the Con- 
vention, to exclude Europeans from their 
country. But the Viceroy was resolved to 
acknowledge no scruple. His preparations 
were made with diligence and secrecy, and 
before the protests of the startled Oriental 
diplomatists mere received he was able to 
confront them with a fait acconapli. On July 
7th the Mission arrived at Kbmba  Jong, 
and Lord Curzon was meditating hh next 
step. 

VIOLATING THE CONVENTION. 
There is not the shadow of a doubt that 

the Mission to Khnmba Jong mas a delibc- 
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rata violation of tho Convention of 1890, 
carried out with a high-handed disregard for 
tho elementary principles of international 
law. The Home Government had consented 
to the dispatch of the Mission "to open 
negotiations with China and Tibet for the 
fulfilment of treaty obligations," on the 
representation of Lord Curzon that the 
Chinese authorities were l' willing to nego- 
tiate s t  any place acceptable to us." The 
Home Government wa~l hoodwinked, and 
the Tibetan authorities were rushed. From 
the moment that the Mission began to 
approach the frontier both Tibetan and 
Chinese representatives ceased not in their 
protests against this invasion. Their case 
is stated clearly, simply, and unanswerably 
in a communication addressed by the 
Chinese Frontier Commissioners to 3Ir. J. C. 
White, Joiiit Commissioner with Colonel 
Younghusband :- 

Chinese Frontier Ccmmissioners, Ho 
and Parr, request British Commissioners 
not to proceed across the frontier fixed 
by 1890 Convention. Kbamba Jong 



Tire Miasion to Kkamba Jong. 8 1 

being on Tibetan side of frontier is an 
unsuitable rendezvous. (Cd. 1,920, 
p. 223.) 

The reply, addressed to a weak power like 
Tibet, was insolent. Had Tibet been a strong 
Power it would have been alidacioue :- 

The objection to Khamba Jong as a 
rendezvous, merely on the ground that 
it is Tibetan Territory, would n o t  for a 
moment be recognised by Colonel 
Younghusband and myself. I t  is 
obvious that the delegates from each 
side lllust meet on either Tibetan Ter- 
ritory or on British Ten<toly, and me 
might with equal justificatioil object to 
meeting the Chinese and Tibetan 
delegates on British Teriitoiy, as you 
now object to meeting us on Tibetan 
Territory. (Cd. 1,920, p. 228.) 

A COA~IERCIAL D~ISSION." 
The efforts of the Chinese Amban were 

directed, in the first place, to preventing the 
violation of the frontier, and, in the second 
place, to restraining the unarmed Tibetans 

'from attempting to meet invasion by force. 
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'' You may flick a dog once or twice without 
his biting, but if you tread on his tail, even 
if he hae no teeth, he will turn and tly to 
bite you," observed the distracted Jongpen 
of Khamba Jong in picturesque metaphor. 
The Mission reached its destination, how- 
ever, and the opposit.ion of the Tibetam was 
confined to a sullen, passive resistance. 
Every attempt by Colonel Younghusband to 
open negotiations was met by the reiterated 
request that he should withdraw to the fron- 
tier. In fear of an attack, this oxtmor- 
dinary '' Commercial Mission " entrenched 
itself in the open, with Maxims trained and 
ready. But though large numbers of 
Tibetans began to assemble along the lines 
of further advance, no attack was made upon 
the camp or upon t,he individual officers au 
they freely explored the neighbourhood. In 
Colonel Younghusband's words, after two 
months stay at Khamba Jong:- 

Their present policy is one of paesire 
obstruction. They have made up their 
minds to have no negotiations with us 
inside Tibet ; and they will simply leave 
us here. (Cd. 1,920, p. 267.) 



THE ADVANCE TO GYANTSE. 

Meantime Lord Curzon was not resting in 
idleness. The Mission to Kbamba Jong was 
no more than a piece of elaborate mnke- 
believe. He had more serious work in hand. 
He was arranging for enormous supplies of 
transport animals, and was concentrating 
troops in the neigl~bourhood of the Jelapla 
Pass, the entrance to the Chumbi Valley, up 
which ran " the best trade route and military 
road to Lhasa." Khamba Jong was '' lligli 
and exposed," and the prospect of wintering 
there was anything but a pleasant one, even 
had there been anything to gain h m  it. 
Lord Curzon now began to press up011 tho 
Home Gorernlnent the desirability of taking 
some further step to bring pressure to bear 
upon the Tibetans. Lhasa wss his goal, but 
lie walked warily. His now proposal was 
the occ~pntion of the Chumbi Valley and 
an advance to Gyautse, which might be 
regardell as tllc half-way house to Lhasa. 

8 
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A pretext was not far to seek. In  July, 
afkr  the " Mission" had invaded Tibctnn 
territory and occupied a fortified camp at 
Khaxnba Jong, two Lachung men, British 
suhjecta, were sent to Gyantse, and two 
others to Shigatse, to spy out the land. Tho 
two former duly returned wit11 a report w to 
tlio movements of the Tibetans; the tmo 
latter were stopped and detained by the 
Tibetans, an action which, in the circum- 
stances, seeins not unreasonable. (a. Cap- 
tain 07Connor's Diary, Cd. 1,920, p. 245.) 
Rulnours that they llad been imprisoned and 
beaten, and finally tortured to death, were 
eagerly seized by tlle Britisli diplomatists: 
and the two Lachung men began to occupy 
the most important place in the correspon- 
dence. Here at last seemed to be a real 
grievance, an actual and indubitable outrage 
on the part of tho Tibetans, the lack of 
which had hitherto been tho weak point in 
the Anglo-Indian diplomacy. As a matter 
of fact, tlio two men mere produced at 
Lhasa, nine months later, ~ a f e  and sound, 
and in tho best of condition, having been 
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well treated, but in the meantime their 
imaginal7 s d e s h g s  served a uscf ul purpose. 
The immediate return of the men was 
demanded, together with compensation to 
the amount of Rs. 2,000, and, pending the 
receipt of this sum, 200 yaks and fifty sheep 
belonging to Tibetans were seized 011 the 
pastures at Giaogong. The arrest of two 
native spies was represeilted as the seizure 
of British subjects L L  who had proceeded to 
Shigat,se to trade," and the old civk Rontn~zua 
sum appeal was made to the Home Govern- 
men t. 

The Hoille Goverumcnt mas wholly 
opposed to the aggressive designs of Lord 
Curzon against the independence of Tibet, 
but it found it difficult to resist his represcn- 
tiitions with regard to his invitation to 
Bhamba Jong and the subsequent ignoring 
of the British repre~cnt~atives there, and 
with regard to the imprisonment of British 
subjects. The Secretary of State was not 
unmoved by these considerations, but he 
coi~fessed to ' L  grave misgivings '' with 

3' 



3 6 me 2"ruth about Net. 

regard to any adva,nce into the interior. 
Only '' if complete rupture of negotiations 
proves inevitable " wae he prepared to 
sanction the proposed advance to Gyantse 
through the Chumbi Valley. Unfortunately 
it was at this critical point that tha rocon- 
struction of the Cabinet, consequent on the 
fiscal agitation of Mr. Chamberlain, occurred. 
Lord George Hamilton retired, and Mr. 
Brodrick, unversed but self-confident, took 
up the reins. Lord Curzon mas pressing. 
Mr. Brodrick looked up the last letter of his 
predecessor, and found " that the advance 
was contingent on a rupture of negotiations." 
Has this condition been fulfilled, he asked ? 
Lord Curzon must have smiled smdonically 
as he replied :- 

The ivpturo of negotiations with 
Tibet (if, indeed, negotiations can be 
said to have ever taken place) is not 
only inevitable, but has taken place. 
(Cd. 1,920, p. 216.) 

It sufficed. On November 6th, 1903, 
the advance to Gy antse was authorbed, and 
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Lord Curzon proceeded to take the second 
step in his tortuous progress towards Lhasa, 
the one goal of his policy. 

A MID-WINTER ADVANCE. 
No time was lost. Already it was the 

depth of winter, and the main advance was 
impossible, but, as a move in the high 
diplomatic game, it was considered desirable 
to effect a lodgment in Tibetan territory as 
soon as possible. The " Mission," with its 
armed escort, several thousand men in all, 
was hurried across t119 bleak: and iuhospitable 
Jelapla Pass, high up in the Himalayas, 
which guards the entrance to the Chumbi 
Valley. On December 25th, General 
DIacdonald, in command of three battalions 
and two compnnies, aslived at Phari, some 
fifty miles up the valley, and occupied the 
fort. Colonel Younghusband pushed on ten 
miles further, witch the '( Nission " and a 
considerable escort, to Tuna. There they 
remained in winter quarters during the 
months oE January, February, and March, 
1901. Frost-bite and pneumonia played 
havoc with the Sapoys, and, as one come- 
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~pondent says, "the thollsands of beasts of 
burden which succumbed to the rigours of 
these high altitudes might supply material 
for an ' Epic of the Yaks.' " 

During all these months nothing in the 
shape of negotiations took place. Colonel 
Younghusband's instructions were to reach 
Gyantse, and not to treat before ho got 
there. The Tibetans, on the other hand, 
conhod themselves to daily protests and to 
urgent requests that the armed men should 
withdraw to the frontier. Large numbers 
of Tibetans armed with spears and match- 
locks assembled on the line of advance, but 
they made no attack upon the camp, nor 
committed any other act of hostility. 
Technically we were at  peace with Tibet, 
and the army which had occupied Tibetan 
territory was no more than a '' Conlmercial 
i s i o n  Such are the resources of diplo- 
macy. 

Nothing could have Been more embarrass- 
ing to tlio Indian Government than this 
sullen attitude of pas~ive resistance. What, 
after all, wns the good of going to Gyantse, 
if the oilly result. was to be the repetition of 
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the old story with damnable iteration ? The 
reluctant Home Government must be supplied 
with a pretest for more drastic action. It 
was found before long in tragic fashion. 

I n  a telegram from the Viceroy to the 
Secretary of State, reference is made to rt 

pledge given by Coloilcl Younghusband to 
the Tibetans. I11 view of what subsequently 
took place its tcivls are i n ~ p o ~ t a i ~ t  :- 

The Tibetan General at  Yatung is 
reported by Coloi~el Poul~ghusband to 
have asked to be given a pledge that if 
tlie Tibetails make no attack upon us, 
no attack myill be made by  us on them. 
T o  this Colonel Youngl~usband has 
replied that me are coilducting the 
Blission, uuder adequate protection, to 
a place better fitted for negotiations, 
that tve are not at war with Tibet, and 
that, unless we are ourselves attacked, 
we shall not attack the Tibetnns. 
(Cd. 1,920, 1). 304.) 
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This pledge was not only approved by Mr. 
Brodrick, but strict injunctions mere given 
that its " spirit" must be observed. The 
sequel is distressing. 

By the end of March it wag considered 
that the season of the ycar was favourable to 
the further advance to Gyantse. On March 
30th the troops marched out of Tuna to 
make a reconnaissance northwards. As Mr. 
Candler, the Correspondent of the Daily 
Mail, has said : '' The extraordinary nff air 
that followod must bo unique cvent in 
military history."* About eigl~ t miles on 
the way, they oamo upon a force of about 
2,000 Tibetans, assembled on the road near 
the Hot Springs at Guru. The Tibetans had 
built, as was tlieir futile custom, a mall of 
loose stones across the valley. The Tibetan 
General rode out to meet the British, and 
rchcmently implored them to retreat. He 
was told that " tha Tibetman soldiers must be 
remorcd from position, or our troops would 

' " The Unvviling of Lham," by E. Candler, p. 102. 
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have to clear a way." (Cd. 2,054, p. 9.) 
With this ailswer he rode back. General 
Macdonald, who was in charge of the troops, 
then deployed the Gurkhas and Pionecrs, 
and trained his Maxims and mountain battery 
upon the Tibetan position. The huddled 
and forrnless mob of Tibetan peasantry was 
armed with home-made rifles, matchlocks, 
spears, knives, and stones. I n  Colonel 
Younghusband's words, ' they mere sur- 
rounded to such a degree that our men were 
pointing their rifles into the camp over the 
wall " (Cd. 2,054, 1). 5). They were the11 
informed that i f  they " n~ould surrender their 
arms they would Le pcrnlitted to retire." 
But they did not nrisli to give up their arms, 
as, indeed, why should they? The Silills 
mere then moved up and ordered to disarm 
t,hern forcibly. " I t  was a ~idiculous posi- 
tion," says an eye-mitnes,e "Sikh and 
BIongol swaying baclrwmrds and forwards as 
thcy -\vrestled for the possession of swords 
and matchloclts." The make-believe could 
not endure. A rush was made in a coimer of 
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the camp, then somewhere in the swaying 
mob a shot was fired. What followed is 
horrible to contemplate. It was not a battle, 
but a shambles ; not a stand-up fight, but a 
massacre. Into the dense mass of Tibetans, 
packed together on barely an acre of ground, 
w ~ s  poured volley after volley of d e  fire 
from the surrounding. troops extended in 
scientific firing line. The Maxims played 
upon them their devastating streams of 
bullets. Broken and bewildered, they 
attempted to retreat. The scene, as 
dencribed by Mr. Candler, is unforgetable. 
They walked ! 

They were walking away ! Why, in 
the name of all their Bodhisals and 
JIunia, did they not ~ u n  ? Thcro was 
cover behinil a bend in the hill a few 
hundred yards distant, and they were 
esposed to a devastating hail of bullets 
from the Maxims and rifles that secn~ed 
to mom down every third or fourth 
man. Yet they walked !* 

* "The [Jnreiling of Lhm," by E. Canaer, p. 109. 
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Aye, even as they walked, the fierce lust 
for slaughter followed them up. When the 
business wae completed i t  was found that 
on the British side one war correspondent 
was severely wounded, and one officer had 
lost two fingers, while the Tibet,an casualties 
killed and wounded, were at least 700. 
Let us humble ourselves as we recall the 
pledge of Colonel Younghusband to the 
Tibetan General when he crossed the 
frontier: " We are not at  mar with Tibet, 
and unless we are attacked we  hall not 
attack the Tibetans." '' Perhaps no British 
~ c t o i y , "  says Mr. Candler, ' L  has been 
greeted with less enthusiaxu than the victory 
at  the Hot Springs. Certainly the officers, 
who did their duty so thoroughly, had no 
heart in the business at all." 

But the embai~assment of the Indian 
Government was at a11 end. Tlie Tibetans 
had committed an act of war. They had 
made an unprovoked ;t.tack upon a peaceful 

Commercial I~Iission.~' A pistol shot had 
indubitably been fired. An o&cer had lost 
two fingers. Diplomacy could now be flung 
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to the winds, and military operations" 
were the order of the day. Thenceforward 
a new word began to appear in the 
dispatches. I t  was no longer The 
Tibetans," but "The Enemy." 

On April 1 l th the '' Mission ,"-for this 
~uomalous title was still applied to i t -  
arrived at Gyantse, the limit imposed by 
the IIoine Government for its advance. 
Now the spell had been broken, and " the 
dog without teeth " was trying to bite the 
aggressor. Morituri te salutamwa. With 
futile but splendid courage they withstood 
the invaders of their country. Their 
ridiculous matchlocks were a source of 
danger only to themselves. TITith their 
spears and swords they rushed forward in 
face of an exterminating fire and flung 
t,heir bodies down upon tho violated thres- 
hold. A hundred and ninety Tibetan 
corpses mn.rked the trail of tho British 
advance between Guru and Gyantse. Twice 
as many wounded must have crawled away 
to hide their agonies in niountain dens or 
peasant hovels. The British casualties 
amounted to thee  mounded. 
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The fort at Gyantse was occupied, and 
for three months the " Mission " remained 
there, endeavoming to open negotiations 
and being mot with the stereotyped demand 
to return to the frontier. I t  was tr repetition 
of the farce at Kliamba Jong, with this 
clifference, that the tedium mas tragically 
relieved by repeated assaults upon the fort 
and by excursions to bui-n villages, or to 
dispei.se a large Tibetan force at Karola, 
forty-two miles from Gyantse, on the line 
of further advance. Lord Curzon now 
pressed upon the Home Goreimment the 
suggestion " that some definite limit of time 
should be imposed," and that, unless nego- 
tiations were opened before the time elapsed, 
a further advance tcwards Lhasa should be 
sanctioned. This mas now his case. He 
l~ad  been invited to send representatives to 
negotiate at Khamba Jong, and his repre- 
sentatives had been treated with contumely; 
two British subjects had been arrested and 
were rumoured to have suffered impiison- 
ment, torture, and even death ; and finally, 
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the peaceful Commercial Mission " had 
been wantonly attacked by armed force. 
Mr. Drodrick was unable to withstand such 
specious advocacy, and on May 12th he 
telegraphed the welcome worda : " Recent 
events make it inevitable that the Mission 
 nus st advance to Lhasa, unless the Tibetans 
consent to open negotiations at Gyantse." 
That blessed word 'ijnevitable ! " Lhasa 
at last ! 

The limit of time was promptly fixed. 
June 25th mas named as the last day of 
grace allowed to the Tibetans for opening 
negotiations. Reinforcements consisting of 
eight companies of infantry, one mule corps, 
and four guns, were called up from India. 
No negotiations took place or were expected, 
and on July 14th the '' Mission " set out 
up011 the last stage of its advance. Practi- 
cally, no further opposition was encountered. 
Lhasa was reached on August 3rd ; the 
Mystery of Asia was at last unveiled; the 
sacred city of Buddhism lay at the feet of a 
European invader. 



THE LHASA " CONVENTION." 

WITH the arrival of the Expedition at Lhasa 
Lord Curzon was able to congratulate him- 
self upon the accomplishment of the first 
part of his " altered policy," which the 
Home Government had refused to sanction. 
A t  last he had got rid of the embarrassing 
Treaty of 1890, the existence of which had 
hitherto placed an effective check upon 1Js 
aggressive designs. A clean sweep had been 
made of all its hampering restrictions. 
Tibet was no longer in the position of an 
independent negotiator, but of a conquered 
enemy. The next step was to settle the 
terms of the new '' treaty " or convention. 
In  deh ing  these terms Tibet counted for 
nothing. They mere frankly dictated to her. 
Lord Curzon's struggle was with the India 
Office, which had not only ref used to sanction 
his " altered policy," but had g i ~ e n  definite 
pledges to Russia that Britain harboured no 
d e s i p  against Tibetan independence. 
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The telegram of November 6th, 1903, in 
which Mr. Brodrick authorised the advance 
to Gyantse is a landmark in these confused 
and involved proceedings. I n  it he laid 
down in clear and unmisttlkable terms the 
policy of Eis Majesty's Government :- 

They are, however, clearly of opinion 
that this step should not be allowed to 
lead to occupation or to permanent in- 
tervention in Tibetan affairs in any 
form. The advance should be made for 
the sole purpose of obtaining untisfac- 
tion, and as soon as reparation is oh- 
tained a withdrawal should be effected. 
While His Majesty's Government 
consider the proposed action to be 
necessary, they are not prepared to 
establish a permanent Mission in Tibet, 
and the question ot enforcing trade 
facilities in that country must be con- 
sidered ill the light of the decision con- 
veyed in this telegram. (Cd. 1,920, p. 
294.) 



Nothing has happened which, in the view 
of his Majesty's Government, necessitated the 
alteration of this policy. l%om its point of 
view the object of the expedition was solely 
to secure the redress of grievances, the 
observance of the previous treaty, and 
reasonable facilities for the development of 
commercial relations. 

Lord Curzon's policy, on the other hand, 
was one of complete political domination. 
He was resolved upon securing a solid and 
permanent footing in Tibet, and all the 
powers of his subtle intellect were directed 
towards sapping and mining the position of 
the Home Government. Too wke to defy 
openly the instructions of the Secretary of 
State, he set about attacking them in detail. 
He skilfully entangled CIr. Brodriclc in long 
and devious arguments, trapped him into 
loose and unguarded amplifications of his 
oiiginally definite and precise statements. 
If the attempt to arrogate the control of 
Tibetan affairs he retoed, surely there could 

4 



be no objection to forbidding the Tibetans 
to have any relations with any other Foreign 
Power without our consent. In Lord 
Curzon's words, we should require a formal 
recognitiou of our exclueive political in- 
fluence in Tibet." If the proposal to estab- 
lish a permanent mission at Lhasa were 
vetoed, surely there could be no objection to 
retaining for the trade agent at Gyantse the 
privilege of "proceeding to Ll~asa us 
occasion may require to discuss matters with 
the Chinese Amban or with the high officials 
of the Dalai Lama." Even if Tibet proper 
must be evacuated, the question of the 
Chumbi Valley might be considered separ- 
ately, intrsruuch as it " lies to the south of the 
main watershed, and is Indian rather than 
Tibetan in character." And if the Homo 
Government is pedantic enough to regard 
the Chumbi Valley as coming within the . 

scope of its pledge not to annex Tibetan 
territory, there could be no harm in " re- 
serving to ourselves the right to consti.uct 
such corllmunictttions as roads, railways, 
telegraphs, kc." 



It waa a singular duel betmeen the Sccre- 
ta ry of State and the Viceroy. Mr. Brodrick 
hm many excellent qualities-honesty of 
intention, devotion to what he considers his 
duty, and great industry and application- 
but, unfortunately, these excellent qualitiee 
are accompanied by a narrow intelligence, 
a slow wit, and a complacent self-satisfac- 
tion. He is stubborn rather than strong, 
and obstinate rather than determined. Such 
a man is difficult to drive, but easy to lead 
or to cajole. An artful subordinate might 
lead him by the nose, while he would never 
suspect but that the whole initiative and 
inspiration proceeded entirely from himself. 
But let him once feel that he is being played 
with and he will plunge wildly. Lord 
Curzon, on the contrary, is a man of remark- 
able intellectual power, but his intellect ir, 
of the subtle rather than of the robust order. 
He has travelled much in the East, and he 
practises the chaimteristic diplomacy of the 
East with a more than Orielltal cunning. 
Tenacious in his opinions, resolute in his 
determination, and conscious of his superior 

4* 
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ability, he knows that more ways than one 
lead to Rome. His training hrts been that 
of a politician and not of a civil servant. 
He has been accustomed to advocate a 
policy rather than to accept one. To place 
such a man as this in subordination to Xtfr. 
Brodrick wae to invite dieaster if ever a 
conflict of wills should arise. 

bfi I?JSTBU~ONS. 
In consenting to the Expedition .in the 

first instance, and in sanctioning its variom 
advances until at last it reached Lhasa, 
Mr. Brodiick was completely hoodwinked. 
When it came to the settlement of the terms 
to be imposed a t  Lhasa, he bore himself 
with greater credit ; but it cannot be denied 
that in consenting to Clause IX. of the 
'' Convention," which forbade Tibet to grant 
concessions to or enter into any relations 
with any Foreign Power without the 
previous consent of the British Government, 
he adopted a very large measure of Lord 
Curzon's policy. Moreover, the language 
which- he sometimes used i n  the course of 
the involved argument contained loose and 
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ambiguous expressions which Lord Curzon 
was not slow to take advantsga of, and to 
twist to his purpose. There were two points, 
however, to which Blr. Brodrick clung as 
the sheet anchor of his policy. He was 
determined that there should be no per- 
manent Mission established in Tibet, and 
that t,here should be no annexation of 
Tibetan territory. In his telegram of July 
26th (Cd. 2,310, p. 42), in which he 
summed up his final instructions as to the 
terms of the " Convention," he laid down 
specifically (1) that '' neither at  Lhasa nor 
elsewhere is Resident to be d.>manded," and 
(2) as regards an indemnity, that " the sum 
to be demnded should not exceed an 
amount which, it is believed, will be m i t l h  
the power of the Tibetans to pay, by instal- 
ments, if necessary, spread over three 
years," and that the occupation of the 
Chumbi Valley as security for the indemnity 
and the opening trade marts mill continue 
till the payment of the indemnity shall have 
been completed, or the marts opened effec- 
tually for the space of three years, whichever 
is the latest." 
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Mr. Brodrick's awakening was a rude 
one. Two successive shocks mere in store 
for him. I n  the f i s t  place, the " Conven- 
tion " which Colonel Younghusband com- 
pelled certain Tibetan officials to tlign 
provided for the enormoua indemnity of 
Rs.?5,000,000, payable in 7.5 annual instal- 
ments of Rs.1,000,000 each, and during 
these 75 years the Chumbi Valley wa8 to 
be occupied by the British as security. In  
the second place, some two months after 
the signing of the "Convention," Mr. 
Brodiick mas astoliilded to learn by letter, 
not by telegraph, that Colonel Pounghus- 
b3nd had cancludod a sepalrtte agreement 
authorising the British trade agent at  Gtyantso 
to proceed as occasion might require to 
IJhasa. Lord Cumon, having exhsustcd 
erery art in the effort to move Mr. Brodrick 
Proin his definite instluctione, had determined 
to take the bold step of disregarding them 
and tlien confronting Mr. Brodrick with a 
fait accompli. As regards the subsidiary 
agreement, Mr. Brodrick disallowed i t  mith- 
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out he~itatiou, but as regards the indemnity 
and the occupation of the Chumbi Valley 
some very intricate manmuvring took place. 

Immediately on the terms of the L L  Con- 
vention" Being communicated to him, Mr. 
Brodrick pointed out that ille l)rovisiona 
regarding the indemnity and the occupatio~l 
of the Cllumbi Valley were " iaconsistent " 
with his instructions. Three days later he 
ctuthorised the reductioil of the indemnity 
from Rs.75,000,000 to Rs.25,000,000, and 
a stipulation that the occupation of tho 
Chunlbi Valley should cease after tbree 
years' successful worlciag of the customs 
armngements. Lord Curzo~l ingeniously 
suggested that, in return for tilefie conces- 
sions, the Tibetans miglit reasoilably be 
asked to extend the trading privileges, and 
BIr. Brod.x<clr fell into the trap. ilis in- 
structions, as to the reduction of the 
indemnity, mere meant to be final and 
absolute, but he added t,o them the following 
rider, which left a narrow loophole of 
ambigcity :- 
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In no circumstances ia the force to 
prolong its stay at Lhasa for the pur- 
pose of obtaining more favourable terms 
than thoso already agreed to. Subject to 
these orders we leave it to Younghnsband 
to secure from the Tibetans, in con- 
sideration of reduction of indemnity, 
any or all of the conceasiona mentioned 
in your telegram. 

Lord Curzon and Colonel Younghusband 
chose to intsipret this permission to accept 
any concession the Tibetans might be 
willing to grant as a definite instrnction to 
make the reduction of the indemnity a 
matter of bargaining, and Mr. Brodrick, 
though his intention was obvious, was 
certainly careless in his expression. 

When these instructions reached Colonel 
Younghusband he had already completed his 
arrangements to leave Lhasa on the follow- 
ing day. A thousand difficulties con~eniently 



presented themselves to prevent his prolong- 
ing his stay-difficulties of transport, of sup- 
plies, of climate, of the reluctance of the 
Tibetans to " reopen the negotiations." He 
left Lhasa, as he had arranged, without alter- 
ing the terms of the Convention in any way, 
calmly suggesting that the matter might be 
arranged " e v e n t u ~ l ~ ~ . "  On being acquainted 
with this action Mr. Brodlick despatched an 
indignant telegram accusing Colonel Young- 
husband of " defiance of express instructions ', 
in regard to the terms of the Convention, and 
of " disobedience to orders " in leaving Lhasa 
without altering them. I t  mas natural that 
the brunt of Ifr. Brodrick's anger should 
fall upon the immediate agent, b u t  Colonel 
Younghusband is by no means without a 
case. He occupied the unfortunate position 
of having to serve two masters with abso- 
lutely iilconlpatible policies, and it must be 
remembered that his dealings mere not 
directly with the Secretary of State, but that 
his instructio~ls reached him through the 
alembic of the Viceroy. Lord Curzon is 
the real marplot, and i t  is to hiin that the 
pebulre should be administered. 
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The open breach ended tile matter. The 
Indian Government has no locus ahndi from 
which it can defy the Imperial Government 
with the Impelid Parliament behind it. 
Hr. Brodrick was master of the situation. 
The subsidiary agreement was remorselessly 
disallowed. When the '' Convention " was 
ratified at  Simla, a declaration was attached 
whereby the indemnity w~ reduced from 
Rs.75,00ii,000 to Rs. 35,000,000, and a 
pledge was given that the occupation of the 
Chumbi Valley would cease on the payment 
of three annual instalments, provided that 
the trade marts as provided in the " Con- 
vention " had been effectively opened tthee 
years. The Dec!ai.ation was ~igned by the 
acting Viceroy, Lord Am pthill, Cord 
Curzon being at home on lenvc. 

.And what profit hltve we, in the end, of 
all this shady diplomacy and inglorious 
slaughter ? Colonel Youilghusband lirts 
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brought back with him from Lhasa a " Con- 
vention " unsigned by two of the principals, 
while the third has disallowed one of i te  
principal stipulations. Being unable to 
prevent the entry of the Mission into Lhasa, 
the Dalai Lama did what was, from his point 
of view, the next best thing, Ile fled from 
Lhwa himself. When Colonel Poung- 
hmband reached his goal, there was no one 
for him to negotiate with. Tho device 
which he adopted would not stand examina- 
tion in any impartial international tribunal. 
He got the Chinese Amban to proclnim t,he 
" temporary " deposition of the Dalai Lama, 
and then he set up a temporaiy Goveimment 
of his own-a miscellnneous assortment of all 
the officials and ecclesiastics he could lay 
hands on. Their worthless sig.natnu%s and 
seals are all duly attached to the '' Conven- 
tion" in imposing array, but they hare no 
more binding effect than if tlie Archbishop 
of Canterbury a n d  the Chairman of the 
London County Council were to sign a new 
treaty with F1-ance. The Chinese Ambail 
refused to sign without the express sanction 
of his Government at  Pekin. For all 
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piactical purposes Colonel Younghusband 
might have done I& ahare of the signing at 
Calcutta. The only validity that the " Con- 
vention " has ie derived from the continued 
exercise of force. Tibet has entered into no 
obligat.ione. We revert to the status quo ante, 
with this difference, that there is no longer 
indifference, but hatred, beyond the 
Himnlay as. 



A P P E N D I X .  

I H E  ANGLO-CHINESE CONVENTIOX', 1890. 

Conventwn betzuesn Great Britain :nnlld CI~ina relatilzg to 
Siklci~n and 7'iEet. 

Whereas Her Majesty the Queen of t,he United Ring- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, Empress of India, and 
His hfajesty the Emperor of China, are sincerely desirous 
to maintain and perpetuate the relations of friendship and 
good understanding which now exist between their 
respective Empires ; and whereas recent occurrences have 
tended towards a disturbance of the said relatione, and i t  
is desirable to clearly define and permanently settle 
certain matters connected with the boundary between 
Sikkim nnd Tibet, Her Britnnnic Majesty and His 
Majesty the Emperor of China hare resolved to conclude 
a Convention on this subject and have, for this pnrpoae, 
named Plenipotentiaries, that is to say ; 

Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, 
His Excellency the M o ~ t  Honourable Henry Charlee 
Keith Petty Fitzmanrice, G.M.S.I., G.C.M.G., G.M.I.E., 
Marquess of Lamdowne, Viceroy and Governor-General 
of India, 

And His Majesty the Emperor of China, His Excel- 
lency Shhg Tsi, Imperial Associate Reaident in Tibet, 
Military Deputy Lieutenant-Governor, 

Who having met and communica~l to each other 
their full powers, acd finding these to be in proper form, 



have agreed upon the following Uonvention in eight 
Artiolee :- 

I. Thc bonndary of Sikkim and Tibet shall be the 
crest of t.he mountain range wpadng the 
wntaa flowing into the Sikkim Teeah and 
ita effluents from the den flowing into the 
Tibetan M d n  nlld northwards into other 
rivem of Tibet. The line cornmenoes at 
Mount flipmoohi on the Bhutan frontier 
and follows the above-mentioned water- 
parting to the point where it meeta Nipal 
territory. 

11. It is admitted that the British Government, 
whom protectorate over the Sikkim State is 
hereby mqpised,  haa d h t  and excluaive 
control orttr the internal administration and 
foreign relations of that State, end except 
ihrough and with the permimion of the 
British Government, lleither the Ruler of 
the State nor any of its oWcers chall have 
official relatione of any kind, formal or 
informal, with any other count-ry. 

111. The Government of Great Britain and IreIsnd 
and the Government of China eugage recip- 
rocally to rapeat the boundary as defined in 
Article I., and to prevent acts of nzgrcssion 
from their respective sides of the frontier. 

IV. The queation of providing increased faoilitiea 
for trade ncma tbe Siidrim-Tibet frontier 
will hereafter be diaonssed with a view to a 
mutually eatisfactory arrangement by the 
High Contracting Powers. 

V. The question of ptnrege on the Sikkim side of 
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the frontier ia rcserved for further eramina- 
tion and fntnre djnstment. 

VI. The High Contrac~iag Powers roserve for dk- 
cussion and arra~gement the mebhod iu 
wllich offiohl communications between the 
British anthoritiea in India and the authori- 
ties in Tibet shall be conducted. 

VII. Two Joint Cornmisaionexs shall, within eix 
months from the ratifiwtiou of t b  Conven- 
tion, be appoinled, one by  he British 
Governxnent in India, the otter by the 
Chinese Resident in Tibet.. The said Com- 
mimionere shall mtet nnd discuse the ques- 
tiona which by thc last three preceding drti-  
cles have been reserved. 

VIII. Tho present Convention shall be ratified, and 
tho ratScations shall be exchanged in 
London as soon as podbible afkr the d a b  of 
the signature thertof. 

In witnew whereof the respective negotiatow have 
signed the mule and affixed tbereunb tlie srals of their 
arms. 

Done in quadruplicate at  Calcutla this eeventeenth day 
of March :in the year of our Lord one thomnd eight 
hundred and ninety, corresponding vith the Chinese date 
the twenty-seventh day of tho second moon of the six- 
teenth gear of Kuang Haii. 

[Chinese 
[SEAL] (Sd) LSNSDOWR'E. seal und 

signatnre.] 
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THE REGULATIONB. 

Bgulutiomt regarding Trad6, Communhtwn, and 
Pasturage to be amended to the Sikkifn-Tibet 

Convention of 1890. 

I. Trade.-A trademart shall be established at Yatnng 
on the Tibetan side of the frontier, and shall be open to 
all Britiah subjects for purpozes of trade from the first 
day of May, 1894. The Government of India shall bo 
free to sand officers to reaide at Yatung to watch the con- 
ditions of British trade at that m ~ r t .  

11.-British subjects trading at Yatung ahdl be at 
liberty to travel freely to and fro between the frontier 
and Tatung, to reside at Yatung, and to rent houses and 
godowns for their own accommodation, and the storage of 
their goode. The Chineee Government undertake that 
suitable buildings for the above purpoeee shall be pro- 
vided for Britiah subjects, and also that a speoial and 
fitting residence ahall be provided for the offiaer or 
officenr appointed by the Government of India ~ d e r  
Regulation I. to reside at Yal,nng. British subjects shall 
be at liberty to sell their goods to whomsoever they please, 
to purchase native commodiria in kind or in money, to 
hire transport of any kind, and in general to conduct 
their bueiness transactions in conformity with load 
nsage, and without any vexatious restrictions. Such 
British subjects shall receive efficient protection for their 
pereons and property. At Lang-jo and Ta-chun, b~tmeen 
the frontier and Yatnng, whore rest-houses have been 
built by the Tibetan anthoritiea, Britiah subjeata a n  
break their journoy in consideration of R daily rent. 
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111.-Import and export trade in the following A*- 
clee-Armr, ammunition, military stores, salt, liquora, 
and intoxicating or narcotic drugs-may at the option of 
either Government be entirely prohibited, or permitted 
only on such conditions as either Government on their 
own side may think fit to impose. 

IT . -Ws,  other than goods of the descriptions 
enumerated in Regulation III., entering Tibet from 
British India, across the Sikkim-Tibet frontier, or vics- 
versb?, whatever their origin, shall be exempt from duty 
for a period of five years commencing from the date of 
the opening of Yatung to trade, but after the expiration 
of this term, if found desirable, a tariff may be mutually 
agreed npon and enforced. 

Indian tee may be imported into Tibet at  a rate of 
duty not exceeding that at  which Chinese tea ia imported 
into England, but trade in Indian tea shall not be 
engdged in during the five years for which other com- 
modities are exempt. 

TT.-AU goods on arrival a t  Satnrig, whether from 
British India or from Tibet, must be reported at  tho 
Customs Station there for examination, and the report 
must give full particulars of the description, quantity, 
and value of the goods. 

TI.-In the event of trnde dispute. arising between 
British acd Chinese or Tibetan subjects in Tibet, they 
<hall be enquired into and settled in personal conference 
by the Political Officer for Sikkim and the Chinee 
frontier officer. The object of personal conference beiig 
to ascertain facts and do justice, where there is a 
divergence of views the law of the county to which the 
defendant belongs ahall guide. 

~ I I .  Conri~t~o~icnfio~~.-Deepatches from the Govern- 
5 
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meat of Indie to the Ohinem Imperial Beaident in Tibet 
shall be handed over by the Political O 5 m  for Sikkim 
to the Ohinem frontier ofllcer, who will forward them by 
s p i e l  courier. 

D e p t a h a  from the Chinese Imperial W d e n t  in 
Tibet to the Government of India will be hended over 
by the Ohineae frontier offiwr to the Political Offioer for 
Bikkim, who will forward them as quickly aa pcmsible. 

VII1.-Deepatohea between the Chinese and Indian 
ofllcisls must be treated with due mpect, and oourbre 
will be assisted in paeaiog to and fro by the officere of 
each Government. 

IX. Pasturage. -After the expiration of one year 
from the date of the opening of Yatnng, enoh Tibetans 
as continue to graze their cattie in Sikkim will be 
subjeat to such BBgnlations as the British Government 
may from time to time enact for the general oonduat of 
grazing in Sikkim. Due notica will be given of such 
bgulation~. 

GENERAL BBTICLES. 

1.-In the event of dieagreement between the Political 
Officer for Sikkim and the Chineee frontier officer, each 
official shall report the matter to hie immediate superior, 
who in tnm, if a settlement ia not arrived at between 
them, shall refer such matter to their respedive Govern- 
mente for disposal. 

11.-After the l a p  of fire yeam from the date on 
which these Regnlations ehall come into force, and on 
six montha' notice given by either party, these Re@- 
tions ahall be subject to revision by Commiaeioners 
appointed on both sides for this purpoae, who shall bc 
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empowered to decide on and adopt such amendments 
and extensions as experience shall prove to be desirable. 

111.-It haring been stipulated that Joint Commis- 
sioners ehould be appointed by the British and Chinese 
Governments nnder the 7th Article of the Sikkim-Tibet 
Convention to meet and discuss, with a view to the final 
settlement of the questions reeerved nnder Articles 4, 6, 
and 6 of the said Convention ; and the Commiesionera 
thne appointed having met and discussed the questions 
referred to, namely : Trade, Communication, and 
Pasturage, have been further appointed to sign the 
agreement in nine Regulations and three General Articles 
now arrived at, and to declare that the said nine Regnla- 
tions and the three General Artiolea form part of the 
Convention itself. 

In  witneas whereof the respective Commissioners have 
hereto subscribed their names. 

Done in quadruplicate at  Darjeeling this 5th day of 
December in thc year one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-tbree, corresponding with the Chinese date the 
28th day of the 10th moon of the 19th year of Knang 
Hsii. 

(Signed) Ho C'HAXG- Jma, 
JANES H. HART, 

(Seal) Chinese Conz91lissiona.s. 

(Signed) A. W. PAUL, 
(Seal) Crifish Co91z1dssiomr. 



THE LHASA CONVENTION, 1904. 

Coizvention betwesit @rent Biilaiia and Tibet. 

Wherea donbta and difflcultiw have aritien ae to the 
meaning and validity of the Anglo-Chinese Convention 
of 1890, and the Trade Regnlatiom of 1898, and as to 
the liabilities of the Tibetan Governmtnt under them 
agreements ; and whereas recent occurrencee have tended 
towards a dieturbance of the relations of friendship and 
good nnderstanding which have existed between the 
British Government and the Government of Tibet ; and 
whereee it is desirable to restom p e w  and timicable 
relations, and to resolve and determine the donbte and 
difacultiee ae aforesaid, the a i d  Governments have 
resolved to conclude a Clonvention with i h w  objecte, 
and the following articlea have been agreed npon by 
Colonel F. E. Younghusband, C.I.E., in virtue of full 
powera vested in him by Hia Britannic Majesty's Gorern- 
lnent and on behalf of that said Government, and Lo-hng 
Opal-Tsen, the Gaden Ti-Bimphe, and the represents- 
tivea of the C o ~ c i l ,  of the three monasteries ,%-I%, 
Dre-pung, and Gaden, and of the ecclesieetical and lay 
officials of the National Besembly on bebalf of the 
Government of Tibet. 

I. 
The Government of Tibet engage8 to respect the 

Anglo-Clhinese Clonvention of 1890 and to recognise the 
frontier between Siikim and Tibet, as deflned in Article I. 
of the said Convention, and to erect boundary pillera 
accordingly. 
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11. 

The Tibetan Government ~ d e r t a k e s  to open forth- 
with trade marts to which all British and Tibetan sub- 
jects shall have free right of access at  Gyangtse and 
Gartok, as well ns at  Yatung. 

The Regulations applicable to the trade mart at  
Yatung, under the Anglo-Chinese Agreement of 1893, 
shall, subject to such amendments m may hereafter be 
agreed upon by common coxlsent between the British and 
Tibetan Governments, ~ p p l y  to the marts above men- 
tioned. 

In  addition to eetablishi~g trade marl8 at the places 
mentioned, the Tibetan Government undertakea to place 
no restrictions on the trade by existing routes, and to 
comider the queetiou of establiehing freeh trade marts 
under similar condition8 if development of trade requires 
it. 

111. 
The question cf the amendment of the Regulations of 

1893 is reserved for separate consideration, and the 
Tibetan Government undertakea to appoint fully 
authorised delegate6 to negotiate with ripresentacives of 
the British Government as to the details of the amend- 
mente required. 

IT. 
The Tibetan Government underiakes to levy no duea 

of any kind other than those provided for in the tariff to 
be mntually agreed upon. 

The Tibetnn Gorernment undertakes to keep the roads 
to Gyangtse and Gartok from the frontier clear of all 
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o ~ c t i o n  and in a &ate of repair euihd to the nee& 
of the trade, and to esbablish at  Yatung, Byangtse, and 
Qartok, and at eaoh of the other trade marts that may 
hereafter be eatabliehed, a Tibetan Agent who &all 
receive from the Britieh Agent appointed to watch over 
British trade at the marta in queetion any letter which 
the latter may deaire to send to the Tibetan or to the 
Ohineee authoritiee. The Tibetan Agent ehall also be 
responeible for the due delivery of such oommnnicationa 
and for the trammieeion of replies. 

VI. 

An an indemnity to the Britieh Government for the 
expense incurred in the despatch of armed tmop to 
Lham, to exact reparation for breachee of treaty oblige- 
tiona, and for the inenlte offered to and attach upon the 
British Commierrioner and hie following and escort, the 
Tibetan Government engages to pay a sum of pounde 
five hundred thonsend--equivalent to mpeea seventy-five 
l a k b t a  the British Government. 

The indemnity ehall be payable at euch plaoe IU the 
British Government may from time to time, after due 
notice, indicate, whether in Tibct or in the Britieh 
dietricta of Darjeeling or Jalpaiguri, in seventy-Eve 
annual instalmenta of rnpeea one lakh each on the let 
January in each year, beginning from the 1st January, 
1906. 

VII. 

Be eecurity for the payment of the above-mentioned 
indemnity, and for the fulfilment of the provisions rela- 
tive to trade marte specified in Brticlea II., III., IV, and 
V., the Briti~h Government shall continue lo occupy the 
Chumbi valley until the indemnity hae been paid and 
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until the trade marta have been effectively opened for 
three years, which ever dete may be the later. 

VIII. 

The Tibetan Government agrees to raze all forte and 
fortifications and remove all armamente which might 
impede the course of free communication between the 
13citieh frontier and the towne of Gyangtse and Lhaea. 

IX. 

The Government of Tibet engages that, without the 
previous consent of the British Government,- 

(a) No portion of Tibetan tarritory ahall be ceded, 
sold, leased, mortgaged or otherwise given 
for occupetion, to any Foreign Power ; 

(b) No such Power shall be permitted to intervene 
in Tibetan affairs ; 

(c )  No Representatives or Agents of any Foreign 
Power shall be admitted to Tibet ; 

(d) ISo concessions for railwaye, roads, telegraphs, 
mining or other rights, shall be granted to 
any Foreign Power, or the subject of any 
Foreign Power. I n  the event of consent to 
such concessions being granted, similar or 
equivalent conceesions shall be granted to 
the British Government ; 

((1) No Tibetan revenues, whether in kind or in 
cash, shall be pledged or assigned to any 
Foreign Power, or the subject of any Foreign 
Power. 

X. 
In witness whereof the negotiators have signed the 

same, and affixed thereunto the seals of their arms. 



Done in quintuplicate at Lasha, thin mventh day of 0ep- 
tember, in the year of our Lord one thowand nine handred 
and fonr, companding with the Tibetan date, the twenty- 
aeventh day of the eeventh month of the Wood-Dragon 
Year. 

Tibet Frontier Commiesion. 
&a1 of Britirh Commieaioner. 

(Signad) F. E. Y o u s e w s ~ ~ ~ n ,  Colo~zd, 
British C o m m i s ~ .  

Seal of the Dalai Lama a f i d  by the 
Qaden Ti-Rimpoche. 

Seal of Council. 
h l  of tbe Dre-pnng Monnatcry. 
Seal of Sera Monsetery. 
,Seal of Gaden Monaetery. 
Seal of National Assembly. 

In pmoeedig to the eignature of the bnvention, dett!d 
this dey, the repremntativea of Great Britain and !I!ii 
declare that the English text ehd be binding. 

[Signed and mled se above.] 

(Sgned) -I% 

Viceroy and Gorernor-General of bdi<z. 

This aonvention was ratified by the Viceroy and 
Governor-General of India in Council at Simla on the 
eleventh day of November, A.D., one thonaand nine 
hundred and fonr. 

(@Fed) 8. M. FUSER, 
Secrefn~y to the Government of hdin,  

FwBign Depnrlnwri. 
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APPENDIX IV. 

SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT. 

The Government of Tibet agrees to permit the British 
Agent, who will reside at Gyangtse, to watch the con- 
ditions of the British trade, to vieit Lhasa, when it is 
necessary, to consult with high ahinese and Tibetan 
officials on such commercial mattera of importance aa he 
hns found imposeible to settle at Qyangtse by corre- 
spondence or by personal conference with the Tibetan 
Agent. 

Sealed and eigned at Lhaw, the 7th September, 1904, 
correeponding with the Tibetan date, the twenty-seventh 
day of the seventh month of the Wood-Dragon year. 

[Seal] F. E. YOUN~HUSBAND, Colonel, 
British Conlmissionar. 

[Seal] Seal of Dalai Lama afiixed by the 
Ti-Rimpoche. 

[Seal] [seal1 Crseall 
Seal of the Cottncil. 
Seal of the Dre-pung Momtery. 
Seal of the Sera JIonastery. 

CWl CSal-1 
Seal of the Gaden Monastery. 
S2al of the Tsong dn (National Awembly). 



DECLARATION. 

Signed fig His Ezcsllmj the Viceroy und Govetrun.- 
Getin-nl of fitdin and anended to the r a t i w  Con- 
vention of 7th September, 1904. 

Hie Excellency the Vioeroy and Governor-General of 
Indin, having ratified the Convention which was con- 
cluded at Lham on 7th September, 1904, by Colonel 
Younghnsband, C.I.E., Britiah CommiRPioner for Tibet 
Frontier Mattem, on behalf of His Britannia Majesty's 
Government; and by Lo-Sang Gpl-Teen, the Gaden 
Ti-Rimpoche, and thc representatives of the Oouncil, the 
three monanteriea Sera, Dre-pung,.and W e n ,  and of the 
e c o l a c a l  and lay o5oiale of the National Aeaembly, 
on behalf of the Government of Tibet, is pleased to direct 
-a an aot of grace that the sum of money which the 

Tibetan Government have bound themselvee under the 
terms of Article VI. of the mid aonvention to pay to 
HC Mtrjeety's Government aa an indemnity for the 
expenam imurred by the latter in oonndon with 
the degpatch of armed form to Lham, be reduced from 
Ba.75,00,000 to ~ 2 6 , 0 0 , 0 0 0  ; and to declare that 
the British mupation of the Ohnmbi Valley shall oease 
after the due payment of three a ~ d  insthente of the 
said indemnity ae fixed by the said Artiole, provided, 
ho~ever, that the trade marts 88 stipulated in Artiole 11. 
of the Convention shall have been effectively opened for 
three years tis providd in Article TI. of the Convention ; 
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and that, in the meantime, the Tibetam ahall have faith- 
fully complied with the terms of the mid Convention in all 
other respects. 

AXPTHILL, 

Viceroy and Bournnor-Benrnal of India. 

T h i ~  declaration was signed by the Viceroy and 
Governor-General of In& in Council at Simla on the 
eleventh day of November, A.D. one thousand nine 
hundred and four. 

-- -- 
f'xictzd by A r ~ s a m s n  % SHE~REAPD. Ltd., Nomich Btreet, E.0. 1 4 8  
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